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They are at present governed rather by old predilections
and individual attachments than by considerations con-
nected with existing national interests. This state of
things cannot, I think, continue long. Public opinion
begins to rally its force around matters of general con-
cern, and then when the struggle has for its object the
ascendancy of truth, and the only bond of union is devo-
tion to a noble end, a man may become a partisan without
ceasing to be a friend to his country. I offer you my
sincere congratulations on the remarkable promise of
Paul, and hope that you may live to see the fulfillment
of all you wish concerning him. Be so good as to remem-
ber me affectionately to my Aunt and Cousins. If it could
be done without interfering with your more important
avocations, I should be highly gratified to hear from you
again.

Yours with affection,

R. Cooper.

FROM WILLIAM DUN LAP

Burlington, Vt., Sept. 2oth, 1831
Dear James:

I received your letter of the thirteenth of June last
just before leaving home. We are all very glad to have
such a pleasing proof of your friendship and I was the
more gratified when I found that it was not in answer
to one I addressed to you some time back but a sponta-
neous effusion of pure good-will such as I feel for you
and wish you ever to feel for me.

Both your letter and your Yankee notions are just such
as I should expect from my merry writer and critic of for-
mer times. The notion expressed of General Jackson is I of purpose is principally confined to those who set up
